Urban design
Planning

Planners and Designers

NM & Associates

TITLE Vulamasango Proposed Youth & Child Care Facility: Rezoning and Site Development Plan
CLIENT Vulamasango
DATE 2010- 2016
AREA/EXTENT 5.2 ha
LOCALITY Philippi, Western Cape

The Project Challenge
R300

The site, Remainder of the Farm 789 Frylincks Poort, is located along
Weltevreden Road, Philippi, and forms part of the Philippi Horticultural Area.
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Figure 1: Locality Plan
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Family Unit Precinct

Vulamasango’s philosophy is to integrate a people - centred approach
with practical education and community and cultural identity. These are
important values considered in the approach to the site layout, building
typologies and detail development of buildings and landscaping.
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The required facilities are accommodated in the following precincts:
1.
An Administration Precinct (approximately 3 240m²) which acts as the
administrative heart and provides a public interface to the orphanage
and agricultural activities. The precinct includes the existing hall,
proposed administration offices, first aid offices, central kitchen and
laundry facility and a volunteers’ building.
2.
The Junior Precinct (approximately 980m²) which includes a house
for children new to the facility, with two houses for babies and toddlers
and a crèche to support the children of Vulamasango.
3.
The Family Clusters Precinct (approximately 2 370m²) consisting of 9
typical family houses, in which older children of varying ages live with
the house parents.
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The proposal included the design of building typologies that are sympathetic
to the farming environment, attitude to landscaping and access and
long term sustainable servicing of the site. The proposed development
comprises three components, namely:
•
An organic agricultural productive component;
•
A residential component to house orphans and vulnerable children;
•
An administration component including office and support buildings
for both the nursery and the orphanage.

786-7

LTE
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786-6
786-8

WE

Vulamasango (“Open Gates”) is a Cape Town based NPO who appointed
NM & Associates to prepare the initial land use applications, including
a site development plan to enable the site to accommodate a proposed
orphanage for AIDS orphans and abandoned children while simultaneously
facilitating rehabilitation of the horticultural function of the farm. This parallel
aim of the project is both to establish a qualitative place for children to be
raised in a supportive family environment and secondly, to rehabilitate
the agricultural land to sustain the facility, to connect the children with a
therapeutic and learning environment as well as possible skill development
with provision for future employment.
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Section A-A looking north

Admin Precinct

Section B-B at access road looking north

The apportioning of activities across the site intends to give increasing
levels of privacy towards the south west edge of the site, where the
proposed residential components or orphanage is to be located. The
proposed administrative component is located centrally to the site, where
the intention is to develop a ‘werf’ with the existing hall at its centre and the
new proposed administrative buildings forming the precinct. The remainder
of the site is to be rehabilitated to become agriculturally productive, in
keeping with the guiding precepts of the Philippi Heritage Area.
The proposed development aims to provide sustainable services
alternatives to minimize its reliance on municipal infrastructure, namely:
•
Black water septic tank / reed bed filter and effluent treatment to
provide treated water for irrigation.
•
Grey water collection and filtration to provide treated water for
irrigation.
•
Rainwater collection from buildings roofs for reuse in buildings for
showers, washing machines and toilet flushing.
•
Heat pumps for hot water generation.
•
Provision for solar PV panels to augment the Eskom power supply
for the area.
Site photographs showing existing context

