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The Project Challenge
NM and Associates were appointed to provide urban design advice for a
proposed agri-village which was to provide new homes for approximately 400
farm labourers currently living on various farms in the Paarl valley. The original
project had been running for a number of years and had come to a standstill as
a result of issues raised with the previous development proposal through the
EIA and HIA assessments. AKSO, the local heritage and aesthetics committee
requested the appointment of an urban designer to address their concerns.
The process began with an appraisal of the existing proposal and a contextual
analysis of the site. This included a study of residential housing typologies
and architectural languages which typify rural and urban settlements within the
Paarl Valley. This was followed by engagement with the future beneficiaries
to assess their needs and explore the idea of the agri-village as a rooted part
of the communities culture. The community made it clear that their priority
was that all the legitimate beneficiaries should be housed on the site and did
not want standard RDP houses. They accepted that higher density housing
typologies would be necessary and gave the team the go ahead to develop a
proposal along the lines of a compact agri-village.

Principles and Approach
The concept seeks to respond sensitively to the site and adopts a systemic
approach to design and a sustainable livelihoods approach to development.
This brings together the ideas of urban development and urban agriculture
so to address the need for development as well as issues of food security.
The proposal works with the existing structure and topography of the site and
creates a new village square associated to the existing primary school. The
proposal is further structured by a simple grid of trees planted as wind breaks
existing agricultural practice evident in the landscape. The development
includes a number of simple, medium density building typologies as well as
community orchards and food gardens which ensure that all the beneficiaries
are able to settle on the land and that they are able to grow their own food.

Layout Plan

The proposal was presented to AKSO and the District Council who approved
the new proposed layout and recommended that the project be implemented
along the lines of the design guidance contained in the report.

Conceptual Indicators

Wind Breaks

Public Space

Community Gardens

Building Footprints

