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The Project
NM and Associates were appointed to prepare an Urban Design Concept
for a proposed agri-village at the intersection of the R45 and the R310 on
Portion 1 of Farm 1006 commonly referred to as the Meerlust Bosbou site.
The brief required NM & Associates to compile a design in line with the
outcomes and informants of numerous specialist studies to sufficient detail to
inform a Business Plan. The brief also required conceptual typologies for the
housing units to be developed to inform the Business Plan. The layout had to
accommodate 200 families in total including the existing 33 already on site.

Planning and Design Approach
The layout of the proposed settlement took cognisance of the fact that large
portions of the site were botanically sensitive but also that certain portions
of the site had agricultural potential. The heritage indicators were particularly
challenging as they required the issue of scale, grain and the urban/rural
relationship to be considered carefully and a unique design resolution
responsive to the rural setting to be formulated. This presents a problem
when funding is expected to come though the standard state housing delivery
process. Furthermore the heritage authorities required a sustainable economic
and social model for the proposed agri-village which required the future
livelihoods of the community to be considered.

Housing Layout - Option 1

To this end, workshops with the specialists were held to discuss potential
opportunities for income generation and the implications for land take-up on
the ground.

Planning and Design Proposal
The layout itself spoke to the need to define the natural and built interface and
the need to create a sequence of communal spaces in which the public aspects
of village living could be played out. Two options were developed using different
plot sizes and unit typologies, one having a larger total development footprint
than the other. The Concept proposed that the public facilities and amenities
provided would include recreational facilities for the youth as an attractor of
other communities to the site for the means of ensuring social integration, a
community hall and a small facility to be used for income generation activities.
The botanically sensitive area was seen as a potential source of income after
restoration and a gateway structure to this area was proposed within the
village. The remainder of the site was set aside for agriculture of a commercial
scale to upskill and employ local residents and generate further income. The
housing typologies were designed to define streets and special spaces and the
urban / rural edge. Particular attention was given to the nature of the interface
of the housing with the public domain. Low walls and small covered stoeps to
encourage outdoor living were proposed along with semi-detached plan forms
to ensure access to backyards for gardening purposes.

Housing Layout - Option 2

A Business Plan has been prepared based on the layouts and housing
typologies produced thus far but the way forward is still unclear as the
Business Plan indicates the project will require additional funding to ensure
it can meet with the Heritage Authorities criteria to operate as a viable rural
community into the future.
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