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A Development Strategy for the Retreat, Steenberg and Lavender Hill Areas, identification of Priority 
Action projects and design and implementation of Blode Street precinct upgrade 
City of Cape Town: South Peninsula Administration

2001 - 2005
Blode Street upgrade site + 3 ha
Cape Town: Southern Peninsula: Retreat, Steenberg and Lavender Hill

The City of Cape Town: South Peninsula Administration appointed NM&A to 
prepare a Development Strategy for the Retreat / Steenberg / Lavender Hill 
Area. The Development Strategy was required to identify how spatial and 
socio-economic issues could be addressed. A further study, for which NM&A 
were appointed in 2002, required a set of priority action projects to be explored 
towards identifying capital budget spending, should budget become available. 
High level concept designs were prepared for the projects to enable high 
level costings to be prepared. NMA were required to work closely with the 
community. 

After extensive consultation the Blode Street fields in Lavender Hill were 
highlighted as an important venue for Council investment given the role 
it plays within the local community, particularly the youth who have limited 
facilities for recreation. It was also chosen due to the degraded nature of the 
local environment. Funding through the ZAC (Zones of Action Programme) 
the amount of R2 500 000.00 was made available for the upgrade of the 
existing social and recreational facilities at Blode Street. NMA were appointed 
in 2004 to play a review and coordination role on the Blode Street upgrade 
implementation project to ensure the key design objectives contained in the 
concept design were adhered to. 

The Blode Street upgrade project intended to address the following:
• youth development, 
• the need to create proper public spaces; and, 
• the need to build stronger communities around public facilities

The intention was also that investment should be focussed on changing 
perceptions of the area, by addressing the public spatial realm as a means 
to generating positive responses from local residents and private investors. 

The design proposal included the following:
• Restructuring of the existing field space to be optimised for use by a 

wider range of sporting codes including soccer, netball and rugby.
• Surfacing of a central space for use as a play courts and a venue for 

special events, social gatherings. This is where the Christmas tree is 
installed every year. 

• Paving, seating and lighting to define pedestrian areas, link spaces and 
create functional play courts. 

• Tree planting and seating along the edges of the fields to address the 
expansive nature of the space, provide shade and green relief in a 
context with very limited functional open space. 

• The construction of a small multipurpose facility (ablutions, meeting 
rooms / kitchen) to serve the local community and sporting groups. Note: 
this was never implemented. 

• Rehabilitation of the grassed surface of the playing fields. 

The design proposed a central pedestrian link across the space to prevent 
pedestrian movement from destroying the grassed surfaces. It also created a 
central place of gathering for community events - a social heart for Lavender 
Hill. 
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