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The Project Challenge
Central to the urban design framework for Claremont Public Transport
Interchange was the spatial concern of ‘city-making’. The fact that the
interchange is an integral aspect of the Claremont CBD is premised on a number
of conditions critical to the performance of the CBD as an equitable, qualitative
and sustainable urban environment. The design approach was to facilitate
access to opportunities within strategically located land, where convenience
to facilities is key. At the project initiation stage in 2002 the interchange was
a ‘backyard’ space behind the Main Road corridor, yet approximately 15000
commuters moved through Claremont Station Precinct on a daily basis.

Principles and Approach
The framework considered the formation of a positive, legible public space
network that prioritised an east-west pedestrian link that extends across Main
Road and up to Dreyer Street and Warwick Square. To the east of the railway
line was strategically associated public land with opportunity for appropriately
scaled mixed-use development, together with a Station Forecourt to Palmyra
Road, however a section was subsequently developed as a commercial centre.
Ralph Square accommodates taxi facilities and a holding facility towards old
Stanhope Road. Newry Square accommodates buses, with Newry Street
prioritising traders in this high threshold pedestrianised area, which is planned
to extend through to Main Road and thus provide an appropriate interface and
presence of the interchange to Main Road and the Claremont CBD.
The road area forming the Station forecourt associated with both Newry and
Ralph Squares was paved to signify this as a prioritised pedestrian movement
area extending directly into Werdmuller Centre with its links to the various
public spaces.
Shade trees, high level lighting, low walls for seating and paving were used to
define edges and spaces and identifiable pedestrian links. The three buildings
accommodating administrative and public functions are located to edge
spaces and provide for visual surveillance. The different pavilion structures
are comprised of modulated steel canopies with robust exposed aggregate
concrete columns and depending on the function of the space, having variable
levels of enclosure with the use of metal screens and painted block walls.
Consideration was given to natural lighting and ventilation with robust metal
shutters to protect openings.

Layout Plan

The project intends to enable a public environment that is vibrant, comfortable
and safe for commuters. Furthermore, the intention is also for a space that
facilitates and can accommodate a more inclusive cultural life within the CBD
as a place for civic gatherings, bazaars, weekend markets and an active mix
of commercial activities.
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