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61 Klipper Road, Rondebosch: Upgrade of residence

National Department of Public Works - Directorate: Projects 

2011 - 2016
9 525m²
Rondebosch, Cape Town, Western Cape
Unbuilt

The original residence, initially referred to as ‘Oak End’, was constructed 
in 1934 by the then Public Works as a minister’s house as part of the Klein 
Westervoort Estate. The residence was built in the style of a manor house 
within an English garden setting. 

The client brief was for the upgrade and repairs to the roof, kitchen, 
bathrooms, bedrooms and replacement and upgrade of internal finishes, 
fittings and equipment. 

The project proposal can be summarised as follows:
• Building condition audit to deal with urgent renovation to address the 

general wear and tear, structural underpinning and problems related 
to water ingress. 

• Upgrade and repairs to the slate roof 
• Renovations, mainly of an internal nature, in upgrade of finishes 

and improvement of the spatial organisation and liveability of the 
residence, especially of the service areas.

• The external works are proposed in part to address cumbersome 
additions undertaken in the 1940’s. The intention is to re-establish the 
proportions of the east and western facades, and to add qualitatively 
in the internal alteration of the first floor Main Bedroom and secondly, 
deal with the security requirements to make the Study a ‘safe area’.

Further works required to the ‘Tea Shelter’, soft landscape and introduction 
of the garden pergola is intended to qualitatively address the present 
internalised condition of the interior spaces and thus enhance the 
connection of the house to the garden. 

The original formal articulation, detailing and craftsmanship, together 
with material palette of the original house were considered important to 
conserve. The design approach was sympathetic to the modest architecture 
of the original ministerial residence and the garden ‘Tea Shelter’.

A key opportunity was the context of the residence within its generous 
garden and the setting with magnificent views and back-drop to Table 
Mountain. The design sought to enable a positive relationship between the 
garden and the interior reception and private spaces of the house so as to 
allow for different aspects and outdoor activities to take advantage of the 
north facing aspect. 

The proposal addresses the spatial quality within the existing residence by 
rationalising problematic movement through interconnected spaces and in 
providing an appropriate association of spaces and activities. The priority 
to create spatial clarity is motivated by creating better privacy and spatial 
hierarchy for a house that is both a public reception building for the minister 
and a private family residence. 

The Project Challenge

Proposal 

Design Approach

Drawings of 1930’s original house

Present condition with 1940’s addition

Architectural detail and character to be conserved

Proposed alteration to study, bedroom and 
bathroom areas 
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