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1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

• Breaking New Ground National Policy

• Medium to high density residential housing

• Mixed of land uses within an integrated urban environment

• Design Strategy focuses on the site as a significant public environment for   
the positive functioning and sustainability of Langa and Cape Town

• Housing helps to inform a positive spatial structure in relation to public 
places and the internal residential fabric 
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2. THE CONTEXT FOR THE HOUSING DEBATE

The Broader Debate of Housing in Cape Town
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The contextual environment of Joe Slovo Park
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3. THE ROLE OF DESIGN IN LOW-INCOME HOUSING

Overarching Planning and Design Principles

• Compact city

• Change & growth over time

• Balance & equity

• Urban continuity & integration

• Diversity of urban fabric & housing 
form Langa
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Design Proposal for Joe Slovo Park

Landscape and green network

Public place, building form and scale

Hierarchy of movement framework



Spatial Structure Joe Slovo Park

Urban blocks

Development parcels and plots
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Detailed Public Spatial Structure

• Defined open space 
network

• Residential units 
engage with internal 
courts

• Small scale facilities

• Community node

• Activity street



Typical 90m x 90m urban block

• 90m x 90m module

• Quality public space

• Flexible variant

• Internal court and 
small scale facility

• Positive interface 
onto internal court

• Variation of housing 
typologies, scale and 
form

• Servicing



Type ‘A’ Housing Typology

• Various housing typologies

• Mixture of unit types within 
typologies

• Mixed use and ability of 
live/ work scenarios

• Access stairs

• Level of thresholds

• Parking

• Landscaping

• Service cores



4. CONCLUSION: THE WAY FORWARD

• Value-based approach towards planning and design of low-income housing

• Housing assists to form a positive spatial structure in relation to public 
spaces and residential fabric

• Appropriate densities & scale of the integrated urban form

• Sustainable human settlements

• Phase 1 Joe Slovo Park- currently under construction

• Driving force based on quantity not quality- current lack of acknowledgement 
of the public domain


